
By Kimberly Peterson, Busi-
ness Teacher 

 

      Monday, January 11th, Iowa 
Republican Gubernatorial candi-
date Christopher Rants 
spoke to Mrs. Peter-
son's Career Strategies 
and Web Design 
classes and Mr. Schus-
ter's Civics class. The 
day was not a recita-
tion of a political 
speech, more the ex-
planation of how the 
legislature works, the 
upcoming hot topics 
and why it is so impor-
tant for young people 
to get involved and 
bring new ideas and 
innovation to the table. 
The students were 
interested in what he 
had to say and responded well to 
the open dialect with conversion 
and discussion of issues and 
questions. 

     One hot topic included the 
10% across the board budget 
cuts. Mr. Rants explained the 
break down of the budget and 
how it works. If the state pays 
$5883/pupil, 85% is received 

by the state and the remaining 
15% by property taxes. When 
the budget was cut 10% across 
the board, that meant 75% 

now would be received by the 
state and the remaining 10% is 
left up to the local district.  

     In 1992, at the age of 25, 
Mr. Rants was elected to the 

Iowa House of 
Representa-
tives. He was 
the youngest to 
be elected 
Speaker of the 
House from 

2003 to 2006. 
After Republi-
cans lost the 
majority in the 
House in 2006, 
Mr. 

Rants became 
the minority 
leader. In June 
2009, Mr. 
Rants an-
nounced his 

intention to seek his party's 
nomination for the 2010 elec-
tion for Governor of Iowa. 
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Iowa Republican Gubernatorial candidate Christopher Rants ex-
plains legislative budget issues with Essex Seniors and Freshmen.  
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By Linda McGargill, First 
Grade Teacher 

 

     The first grade has been 
learning about animal habits in 
the winter.  They read about 

months.  They will add them to 
the trees whenever the weather 
allows.  Lately the snow has 
been too deep.  They were 
afraid they might get stuck in a 
big snowdrift!  

how some animals 
migrate, some hiber-
nate, and some stay 
and try to survive 
the snow and cold.  
The class decided 
they wanted to help 
the birds that choose 
to stay in Essex.  
They began to string 
cereal, popcorn, and 
raisins in December.  
They decorated two pine trees 
west of the football field with 
their edible decorations before 
Christmas. 

     The class is continuing to 
work on their bird food chains 
through the cold, snowy 
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By Kathleen Mortimore, 5th grade 
teacher 
 

The Essex Elementary 
Spelling Bee for grades 4-6 
will be Thursday, February 
4th at 9:00am in Trojan 
Hall.  If school is closed 
due to weather, the Bee will be held on the 
following school day. 

On Monday, February 22nd, the Page 
County Spelling Bee will take place in the 
middle school commons of the Shenan-
doah K-8 building (601 Doctor Creighton 
Circle).  Essex’s top spellers participating 
will be seventh graders Amber Ohnmacht 
and Sara Skalberg (alternate Alexis Huff), 
and eighth graders Bailey Stanley and 
Skylar Ross (alternate Kim Wilson).  Reg-
istration starts at 6:15. 

Essex elementary students are having a contest again 
this year to see who can collect the most box tops and 
Campbell’s soup labels to raise money for our school.  
The contest runs from February 8th through the 20th, 

and the class that collects the most will receive a 
pizza party!   

For a list of participating products, visit www.boxtops4education.com 
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1 - JV G BB @ Craig/Fairfax (5:00) 
      JV B BB @ Craig/Fairfax (5:30) 

      VG BB @ Craig/Fairfax (6:15) 

      VB BB @ Craig/Fairfax (7:30) 

2 - JV G BB @ Villisca (4:00) 

      JV B BB @ Villisca (5:00) 

     VG BB @ Villisca (6:15) 

      VB BB @ Villisca (7:30) 

3 - Honor Roll Breakfast (7:30am) 

4 - Elementary Spelling Bee (9:00am) in Trojan Hall 

     SIAC meeting in the Media Center (7:00) 

5 - Red Cross Blood Drive in the Gymnasium 

6 - ACT Test 

      State Large Group Speech 

      JV G BB vs. Sidney @ HOME (4:00) 

      JV B BB vs. Sidney @ HOME (4:30) 

     VG BB vs. Sidney @ HOME (5:15) 

     VB BB vs. Sidney @ HOME (6:45) 

8 - Senior Recognition Night 

     JV G BB vs. East Mills @ HOME (4:00) 

     JV B BB vs. East Mills @ HOME (5:00) 

     VG BB vs. East Mills @ HOME (6:15) 

     VB BB vs. East Mills @ HOME (7:30) 

8-11 - Box Top/Soup Label Contest (Elem) 

12 - Sweetheart Dance (8:00) 

13 - Girls Regional Basketball @ HOME (7:00) 

14 - Valentine’s Day 

15 - President’s Day 

       Snow Make-Up Day 

       Boys District Basketball 

16 - Girls Regional Basketball @ Stanton 

17 - 3rd Quarter Midterm 

18 - Boys District Basketball 

19 - Girls Regional Basketball 

20 - JH G BB Tournament @ HOME 

22 - Page County Spelling Bee @ Shen. Middle School 

23 - Corner Conference Speech @ Fremont-Mills (2:00) 

26 - JH Dance (7:00) 

27 - District Individual Speech 

Thank you to everyone who donated to One for Books at the  
December book fair.  It was a wonderful surprise to find books for 
our classroom libraries.  The students enjoy having new books at 

the middle of the year, and it’s great to curl up with a good book on 
a cold wintry day.  They will enjoy the stories for many years. 

 

 
Linda McGargill, Miriam Hanson, Kathy Lorimor,  

Charlene Herron, Kathleen Mortimore, Nancy York 
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Tristan Frank  
Lower Elementary 

Tristan is a wonderful student! 
He always tries his hardest even 
if it is something he doesn’t un-
derstand. He is someone that the 
other students look up to. He sets 
a good example and is already a 
good role model. Tristan is al-
ways here on time ready to learn. 
He participates even if he thinks 
what we are doing is boring! 
Tristan definitely deserves to be 
the Student of the Month. 
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Mary Hendon 
Upper Elementary 

Mary is a very thoughtful girl 
with her classmates and respect-
ful toward her teacher.  Mary is 
always attentive in class and is 
very willing to volunteer infor-
mation or answer questions.  She 
likes to help others and has a real 
knack for being able to explain 
concepts to her peers.  Mary likes 
to have fun and is good about 
including others in play activities.  
If a conflict arises, she tries to do 
what is right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kassi Decuir 
Junior High 

Kassi is hardworking and dedi-
cated to school. She turns as-
signments in on time and al-
ways has them completed at or 
above expectations. Kassi’s 
behavior also serves as an ex-
emplary model for the rest of 
her classmates. She is always 
focused on learning and enjoys 
participating in class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Austine Nelson 
High School 

Austine does excellent work. 
She follows directions, stays on 
task, and helps others with 
questions. She is outgoing and 
friendly to peers and respectful 
to teachers. They look forward 
to teaching her new things in 
class because she learns the 
new skill quickly then actually 
applies it to a situation or prob-
lem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tucker Hadden 
Lower Elementary 

Tucker is often quiet and does not 
demand attention. He listens and 
watches what is happening around 
him and then he participates with a 
good handle on what is going on. 
He tries hard and does well in his 
school work. If someone needs a 
peer to help guide them, he is will-
ing to help. He is a good leader and 
role model to others. Tucker thor-
oughly loves games and sports also, 
but he has never been heard to be a 
poor sport. He enjoys his class-
mates and is well liked by all of 
them. One of his greatest qualities 
is his good manners. He asks po-
litely when he needs something and 
uses “please” and “thank you”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethany Johnson 
Upper Elementary 

Bethany is an honor roll student 
in the 6th grade who has been 
on the honor roll every time 
since 3rd grade. She participates 
in extra-curricular activities and 
displays a good attitude. She is 
very polite and helpful when 
interacting with classmates and 
teachers and she is also friendly 
to all the other students in the 
building.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kymberly Graham 
Junior High 

Kymberly is an “A” honor roll 
student who took the Iowa Test 
of Basic Skills very seriously, 
consequently raising her stan-
dards in all areas. She is a top 
player in junior high sports with 
hustle and determination. She is 
very polite and always friendly 
to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly Mortimore  
High School 

Kelly consistently completes 
assignments on time and with 
accuracy. She not only meets 
expectations but often exceeds 
them. Kelly actively partici-
pates in class discussion and 
her positive attitude is appreci-
ated. 



FEBRUARY 2010 PAGE 4  

  By John Davis, Counselor   

   January 1st was the first day that sen-
iors could file their FAFSA (Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student Aid) with the 
Federal Government.  Although most of 
you were probably not ready to file that 
soon, some of you will be ready as the 
end of the month approaches.  When 
you are ready, our counselor, Mr. Davis, 
will be happy to complete the forms for 
you.  All you need to do is call into the 
school and set up an appointment on 
one of the days that he is scheduled to 
be in the office.  For February these are 
Feb. 5, 8, 11, 17, 22, and 25.   For 
March these days are March 4, 10, 15, 
24, 29, and 31.   If you work during the 
school day, appointments may be made 
on these days for the evening, also.  It 
will usually take about 20 minutes and 
you will need to have a copy of your 
2009 tax returns (parents’ and student’s) 
and total amounts of your cash, savings, 
and checking, investments, and business 
or farm value if applicable.  Remember, 
if you actually farm your farm, or if 
your business has fewer than 100 em-
ployees, you do not need this informa-
tion.   
   If you know that you will not have 

your taxes completed by your colleges’ 
priority deadlines, you will want to 
estimate as soon after January 1st as 
possible.  You may also schedule an 
appointment with Mr. Davis to do that.  
In the case of an estimate you will need 
the same information, but you can esti-
mate your income numbers from your 
2008 tax return.  Then once you have 
your 2009 return completed, you can 
revise your FAFSA to reflect the actual 
figures.   
   Between now and when you file your 
FAFSA, you will also need to get your 
“Pin Number” from the federal govern-
ment.  Mr. Davis can also do that for 
you, if you wish.  It will not be neces-
sary for you to actually come in for that 

(though you can if you wish) since he 
can get the information he needs over 
the phone.  You will need a pin number 
for you (either mom or dad) and one for 
your student.  You may also want to 
order these yourself, which you can do 
by going to the website www.pin.ed.gov 
and completing the information.  It will 
ask you for your social security number, 
name, address, birth date, email address 
(if you have one) and a challenge ques-
tion.  Be sure and write your challenge 
question down because that is the only 
way to get your pin number if you 
would happen to forget it.  It will also 
give you the option to choose your own 
pin number.  We recommend that you 
let them assign you a pin number since 
there have been some problems with the 
self-chosen pin numbers when you re-
turn next year to file your FAFSA 
again.  For some reason they are not 
recognizing them.  In addition, many of 
the identify theft experts recommend 
that you not use the same pin number 
for multiple accounts.   
   If your graduating son or daughter is 
even considering attending college or 
trade school next year, you should com-
plete the FAFSA as soon as possible.  
Most college deadlines begin March 1, 
so it is best that you either file or esti-
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By Rhonda Almquist, Senior Class 
Sponsor 

 

     “If opportunity does not knock, 
build a door”. That is the class motto 
selected by the graduates of 2010. Af-
ter much discussion, information gath-
ering, budgeting, and two trips to 
school board meetings, the class has 
seized the opportunity to go to Or-
lando, Florida for senior trip. While 
budgeting for activities is yet to be 
finalized, it is a relief to have the deci-
sion made. 

     There has been some discussion 
about the trip in the community. It 
seems as though some may feel that it 
is lavish and unnecessary. The class 
would like to address these concerns 
with the following points: 

- The size of this class is small. While 
we are NOT planning to spend 
any more total dollars on this 
trip, it does give us more dollars 
per student to spend. 

- A big “Thank You” goes out to all 
parents that put time and effort 
into a special fundraiser this past 
summer. Their efforts were criti-
cal in providing funds for our 
expenses. 

- We actually LOWERED the sales 
goal for Senior Fruit this year. 
We did not ask for as much from 
the community as we have in 
years past. Hopefully, they will 
join us for Senior Fun Night. 

- Sadly, the last point is the economy 
and the reduced numbers of trav-
elers. We have been able to find 
discounts on lodging and airline 

tickets. Hopefully attractions 
and activities we seek in the 
future will be discounted as 
well. 

The Class of 2010 appreciates the sup-
port of the community as they make 
plans for a special time in our lives this 
Spring.  



Iowa Code Section 216.7  

It is the policy of Essex Community 
School District not to discriminate on the 
basis of race, creed, color, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, national ori-
gin, disability, or religion in its programs, 
activities, or employment practices as 
required by the Iowa Code Section 216.7. 
If you have questions or grievances related 
to compliance with this policy by Essex 
Community School District, please contact 
the Iowa Civil Rights Commission, 
Grimes State Office Building, 400 E. 14th 
St., Des Moines, IA 50319-1004; phone 
number 515-281-4121, 800-457-4416; 
web site 
http://www.state.ia.us/government/crc/ind
ex.html.� 

Thank you to the following people for submitting  

articles/photos for this issue: 

 

Kimberly Peterson 

Linda McGargill 

Heather Rogers 

Kathleen Mortimore 

Connie Jensen 

Kathleen Johnson 

Nancy York 

Samantha Moyer 

Renae Harberts 

Miriam Hanson 

Rhonda Almquist 
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Thank you for helping to make the 2009-2010  

yearbook a success! 

We appreciate your support! 

 

Essex High School Blood Drive  
Friday, Feb. 5, 2010  
8:00 AM to 12 Noon  

For an appointment call 379-3114  

Students see HS Secretary  

Sponsored by National Honor Society & Student 
Council 

 

By donating blood, not only are you helping to save  lives, you are also helping the 
school earn a scholarship for one or more of our gr aduating seniors.  
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· Friday, March 5th, Essex JEL will host a lock-in at the Lied Center. The bus will 

leave the school around 6:30 PM and return around 6:30 AM. All 9-12 graders 
are invited to attend. 7-8 grade ESTARS are also in vited . 

· Let the fun begin! Mark your calendar for Senior Fun Night March 12.  
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The Mission of Essex Community 
School is to provide an educational 
program which will empower all 

students to be successful in meeting the 
challenges of the future. 
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By Rhonda Almquist, Math Teacher 

 

     The 8th grade Math 
students contributed five 
dozen cookies to the 
ESTARS food drive held 
before break. Before plan-
ning the project, permis-
sion to donate the home-
made treats was obtained 
from the food bank.  Students were given a 

recipe, and used proportions to solve for 
amounts needed to serve 270. The students 

donated ingredients and supplies 
to make the cookies during Math 
class. The remainder of the 
cookies provided an extra treat 
for students participating in 
“Reward Day” activities. The 
cookies supplemented the pizza 
purchased with funds left by the 
Class of 2009.  


